1889MNRAS..49..327B 


March 1889. Mr. Brooks , Discovery of Comet. 


327 


Discovery of Comet Brooks , a 1889. By William B. Brooks. 

While sweeping the eastern heavens in the neighbourhood of 
the Sun, on the morning of January 15, 1889, at 6 h 5 m L.M.T., 
I discovered a new comet in approximately B.A. i8 h 04 111 ; 
declination south 21 0 20'. I had only time to take the circle 
readings for position—the instrument used being the new 
10^ inch equatorial of this observatory, with a large achromatic 
positive eyepiece giving a power of 40 diameters, and a field of 
i° 20'. The nearly full Moon was just setting, and the dawn 
approaching, so I had but a short time in which to do my 
work; but fortunately the comet was in a well-marked field of 
telescopic stars, and so I was enabled to detect motion in a few 
minutes, which was rapid in a westerly course. 
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In the annexed diagram I show the stars used to detect 
motion, by alineation, my usual custom. The comet was nearly 
round, with slight central condensation. It was u faintish,” yet 
brighter than well-known nebulae in that region which were 
not seen. I was sure of its cometary nature, as I am now, and 
also of motion , which was unmistakable. Immediate telegraphic 
announcement was made of the discovery. 

Clouds prevented another observation of the comet until the 
morning of the 20th, when careful sweeps were made in the 
direction of motion from the place of discovery, but the search 
was unsuccessful, owing to the bright moonlight—the Moon 
being only three days past the full. jSTo other opportunity has 
since offered at this observatory to re-observe the comet. It must 
now be a long distance west of its position at the time of discovery 
and probably fainter, for I must have caught the object just as 
it was sweeping upwards from the Sun. Yet it is hoped that 
the comet may not be beyond telescopic reach when the present 
Moon is out of the way. 

Smith Observatory, Geneva , N. Y., U.S.A. : 

1889, January 25. 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjournals.org/ at Michigan State University on June 9, 2015 





3*8 


<1 

PQ 

hi 

m 

pT 

o 

Cm 

O 

ft 

o 




6* 

o 

8 

£ 

© 

rCl 

o 

© 

© 

r~^ 

T-* 

6 

1 

J 

Si 


OQ 

-w 

8 

© 

13 

8 


r 

£ 

s 

cq 

ft 

J» 

Ps 

**P> 

*o 

*fca 

§ 

*<s> 

§ 

i 

<o 

a 


Mr. Crofton, Observations of Comet. 
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